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Mission statement for the ecumenical volunteer program of Berlin Mission 
 
“Berlin Mission works for peace and justice, for overcoming violence and for the preservation of 
creation. Together with its partner churches, Berlin Mission stands for a living Christian witness 
worldwide.” 
 
Since 1970, Berliner Mission has been organizing volunteer postings together with its international 

partners. A total of more than 550 volunteers have been sent abroad and welcomened in Germany 

so far. The ecumenical relationships of the two supporting churches - Evangelical Church Berlin-

Brandenburg-Silesian Upper Lusatia (EKBO) and Evangelical Church of Anhalt - are filled with life 

by volunteers. 

 

The volunteer program is designed as a learning service that enables personal experience and the 

building of relationships with people. The commitment to peace and justice, to overcoming violence 

and the preservation of creation becomes clear in the projects of the partner churches by taking 

small steps. Volunteers meet people who experience injustice, discrimination or violence or, 

conversely, experience solidarity, recognition or support. Through their commitment, volunteers are 

sensitized to development policy and social justice issues and peaceful social coexistence is 

strengthened. In the host country, volunteers get to know a wide variety of beliefs and practice 

tolerance. Volunteers provide a service to people and thus clearly express their commitment to 

justice and charity. 

 

The volunteer program strengthens the network between Berlin Mission and its partner churches 

through personal encounters and ongoing exchange. Volunteers get an intensive insight into the 

situation of the host country and the partner church. The personal development of the volunteers is 

significantly influenced by the experiences in the countries of assignment. Berlin Mission and the 

German society benefit in the long term from the experience and commitment of volunteers who 

have returned and the international connections that have been made. 

 

Volunteers bring their own topics into the work and act as multipliers for socio-political issues of 

global and transnational relevance by carrying their attitude into their environment and getting more 

involved in their home country. A long-term network of ties develops between the various actors in 

the volunteer program, a system of mutual support and exchange. 

During their voluntary service, volunteers are encouraged to get involved in society after their period 

of service. The volunteers we send receive ongoing information about opportunities for further 

engagement. All former volunteers are invited to participate in the further development of the 

voluntary service and to actively support it, for example as a team leader at seminars or as a 

mentor. 

 

Regardless of their origin, volunteers learn to think about injustices, their own positions and their 

own privileges or disadvantages during their voluntary service. This is an impetus to show solidarity 

with people they get to know and/or stand up together for a fairer world. 

 

Young people need a possibility to learn, grow and develop their own positions and their own 

responsibility. This takes place in the volunteer services during the deployment period and is 

reinforced by the accompanying seminars. The pedagogical accompanying seminars are a central 

part of the voluntary service, because only the critical reflection of the practical experiences turns 

the voluntary service into a learning service. 

Berlin Mission is continuously developing the voluntary services. Current social developments and 

debates are thematically included in the design of the accompanying seminars. We also learn with 

and from the volunteers and partner organizations. This takes place through regular evaluation and 
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mutual exchange, so that our work is enriched by new perspectives, approaches or examples of 

good practical work beyond the voluntary services. 

 

Volunteers are invited to apply regardless of gender, sexual orientation, educational status, religion, 

physical condition and (social) origin. We strive for a low-discrimination selection process. 

Applicants should be open to our values, already volunteer, have an interest in society and a 

willingness to learn. We strive to take on volunteers from all countries to which we send volunteers 

and to achieve a balanced ratio of volunteers in sending and taking in. 

 

Berliner Mission is a recognized sponsor of the development volunteer service "weltwärts" of the 

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and the International Youth 

Volunteer Service IJFD, regulated and funded by the Federal Office for Family and Civil Society 

Tasks (BafzA) on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Family, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth 

(BMFSFJ). 


